
Table 1 
 

PUBLIC AID TO RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS 
U.S. SUPREME COURT CASES 

 
 
Type of Benefit Provided 

Public 
Employee 
on Private 
School 
Property 

Public 
Employee 
on Public 
School 
Property  

Direct to 
Student or 
Parent 

Direct to 
Private 
School or 
Employee 

Table of Cases 
Numbers in parentheses  
correspond to the 
following cases: 
 

Curriculum and Course Offerings 1.  Everson v. Bd. of Ed., 
330 U.S. 1 (1947) 
2.  McCollum v. Bd. of 
Ed., 333 U.S. 203 (1948) 
3.  Zorach v. Clauson, 343 
U.S. 306 (1952) 
4.  Bd. of Ed. v. Allen, 
392 U.S. 236 (1968) 
5.  Walz v. Tax Comm., 
397 U.S. 664 (1970) 
6.  Lemon v. Kurtzman, 
403 U.S. 602 (1971) 
7.  Levitt v. PEARL, 413 
U.S. 472 (1973) 
8.  PEARL v. Nyquist, 
413 U.S. 756 (1973) 
9.  Sloan v. Lemon, 413 
U.S. 825 (1973) 
10.  Meek v. Pittenger, 
421 U.S. 349 (1975) 
11.  Wolman v. Walter, 
433 U.S. 229 (1977) 
12.  PEARL v. Regan, 
444 U.S. 646 (1980) 
13.  Mueller v. Allen, 463 
U.S. 388 (1983) 
14.  Aguilar v. Felton, 473 
U.S. 402 (1985) 
15.  Grand Rapids v. Ball, 
473 U.S. 373 (1985) 
16.  Bowen v. Kendrick, 
487 U.S. 589 (1988) 
17.  Zobrest v. Catalina 
Foothills School Dist., 
509 U.S. 1 (1993) 
18.  Agostini v Felton, 
521 U.S. 203 (1997), 
(overturned Aguilar and 
part of Grand Rapids) 
19. Mitchell v. Helms, 
530 U.S. 793 (2000) 

Loan of reusable secular 
textbooks (4, 10, 11) 

    

Loan of instructional 
equipment (10, 11) 

    

Loan of instructional 
material other than 
textbooks (10, 11) 

    

English programs for 
limited English proficient 
students (14, 18) 

    

Mobile learning centers on 
“neutral property”(14, 18) 

    

Preschool training 
programs (14, 18) 

    

Instructional assistance to 
religious school students 
comparable to that 
provided public school 
students (15, 16, 18) 

     

Computer hardware and 
software for instructional 
use (19) 

    

Grants 
Direct grants to religious 
school teachers (6) 

    

Salary supplements/ 
Reimbursements to 
religious school teachers 
(6,7) 

    

Tuition reimbursements to 
parents of religious school 
students (8, 9) 

    

Grant program for secular 
and religious organizations 
for adolescent education in 
family life and premarital 
sex (16) 

    

State funded private school 
vouchers including 
religious schools (20) 

    



State constitutional 
provision prohibiting 
issuing state college 
scholarship funds for 
pastoral studies  (21) 

    20. Zelman v. Simmons-
Harris, 536 U.S. 639 
(2002) 
21. Locke v. Davey, 540 
U.S. 712 (2004) 
 
Key 
 

 
 
Supplemental and Related Services 
Therapeutic assistance and 
remedial services (11, 18) 

    

Guidance counseling 
(10,18) 

    

Speech/hearing diagnostic 
assistance (11) 

    

Sign language interpreter 
(17) 

    

 
Type of Benefit Provided 

Public 
Employee 
on Private 
School 
Property 

Public 
Employee 
on Public 
School 
Property  

Direct to 
Student or 
Parent 

Direct to 
Private 
School or 
Employee 

Tax Measures 
Tax exempt status of 
property owned by 
religious organization (5) 

    

 “Tax forgiveness”, i.e. 
deduction not related to 
amount of tuition paid (8) 

    

Deduction for tuition and 
other educational for 
parents of both public and 
private school students (13) 

    

Released Time for Students 
For religious instruction on 
public school premises (2) 

    

For religious instruction on 
private school premises (3) 

    

Tests 
Reimbursement for tests 
prepared by religious 
schools (7) 

    

Reimbursement religious 
schools for expenses in 
administering and grading 
standardized tests (12) 

    

Non-Instructional Aid 
Maintenance and repair 
expenses (8) 

    

Transportation for 
extracurricular activities of 
religious schools (11) 

    

Transportation to classes 
for both public and private 
schools (1) 

    

Constitutional 

Unconstitutional 

Not Applicable 
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